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Fremont County Joint School District No. 215 

 

STUDENTS 3520 

 

Contagious or Infectious Diseases 

 

The District is required to provide educational services to all school age children who reside 

within its boundaries.  Attendance at school may be denied to any child diagnosed as having a 

contagious or infectious disease that could make the child’s attendance harmful to the welfare of 

other students.  In the instance of diseases causing suppressed immunity, attendance may be 

denied to a child with suppressed immunity in order to protect the welfare of the child with 

suppressed immunity when others in the school have an infectious disease which, although not 

normally life threatening, could be life threatening to the child with suppressed immunity. 

 

The Board recognizes that communicable diseases that may afflict students range from common 

childhood diseases, acute and short-term in nature, to chronic, life-threatening diseases such as 

human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection.  The District shall rely on the advice of the 

public health and medical communities in assessing the risk of transmission of various 

communicable diseases to determine how best to protect the health of both students and staff. 

 

Management of common communicable diseases will be in accordance with Idaho Department of 

Health and Welfare guidelines and communicable diseases control rules.  A student who exhibits 

symptoms of a communicable disease that is readily transmitted in the school setting may be 

temporarily excluded from school attendance. 

 

Students who complain of illness at school may be referred to the school nurse or other 

responsible person designated by the Board and may be sent home as soon as the parent or person 

designated on the student’s emergency medical authorization form has been notified. 

 

The District reserves the right to require a statement from the student’s primary care provider 

authorizing the student’s return to school.  In all proceedings related to this policy, the District 

shall respect the student’s right to privacy. 

 

When information is received by a staff member or volunteer that a student is afflicted with a 

serious communicable disease, the staff member or volunteer shall promptly notify the school 

nurse or other responsible person designated by the Board to determine appropriate measures to 

protect student and staff health and safety.  The school nurse or other responsible person 

designated by the Board, after consultation with and on the advice of public health officials, shall 

determine which additional staff members, if any, have need to know of the affected student’s 

condition. 

 

Only those persons with direct responsibility for the care of the student or for determining 

appropriate educational accommodation will be informed of the specific nature of the condition, 

if it is determined there is a need for such individuals to know this information. 

 

Parents of other children attending the school may be notified that their child has been exposed to 

a communicable disease without identifying the particular student who has the disease. 
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Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 

 

Decisions regarding programs of education for students infected with Human Immunodeficiency 

Virus (HIV) should be based on the behavior, neurologic development, and the physical 

condition of the student and the anticipated interaction between the student and others in the 

school setting. Such decisions will be made by a team comprised of the student’s parents or 

guardians, the student’s physician, and appropriate school officials and other personnel, if any, 

whose involvement is deemed necessary.  In each case, the decision making process shall include 

a weighing of benefits and risks to both the infected student and others interacting with that 

student. 

 

Students infected with AIDS or the HIV virus will be allowed to attend school as long as the 

benefits to the child outweigh the risks to the child and others. 

 

The District will not require disclosure of the student's HIV or AIDS status.  Any information 

known to the District or its employees regarding a student's HIV or AIDS status will be 

confidential unless:  

 

1. The student and his/her parents or guardian give prior approval of disclosure, or  

 

2. Such disclosure is required by law. 

 

The team described above will evaluate the student at a minimum of three (3) month intervals to 

determine whether the student's educational environment should be changed.  This evaluation 

will include an assessment of the student's hygienic practices and whether those practices suggest 

a need for a more or less restrictive environment. 

 

Whenever District employees or volunteers are required to assist ill or injured persons, the 

following procedures must be followed to minimize direct contact with blood or bodily fluids: 

 

1. Appropriate barrier precautions will be used when contact with blood or other bodily 

fluids is anticipated.  Latex gloves will be worn whenever blood and body fluids, mucous 

membranes or non-intact skin must be touched.  Gloves will also be worn when handling 

items or surfaces soiled with blood or body fluids.  Gloves must be changed whenever a 

new person is handled. 

 

2. Hand and other skin surfaces will be washed with soap and water immediately and 

thoroughly whenever contaminated with blood or other body fluids. 

 

3. Extra precautions will be taken to prevent injuries caused by needles or other sharp 

instruments or devices while using public cleaning or disposing of these sharp objects. 

 

4. Soiled clothing, uniforms, and linen will be handled as little as possible so as to prevent 

microbial contamination of air and other persons.  Contaminated clothing and cloth 

materials will be washed separately using hot water and detergent.  Dry cleaning will also 

inactivate known pathogens. 
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Surfaces that are contaminated with blood will be decontaminated with a 10:1 (ten to one) 

chlorine bleach solution, a seventy (70) percent alcohol solution, or three (3) percent hydrogen 

peroxide solution.  Care should be taken to avoid contaminating the solution or the container of 

the solution.  Sufficient contact time (three (3) to five (5) minutes) should be allowed to insure 

surfaces are adequately disinfected. 

 

Pediculosis (Head Lice) 

 

Pediculosis (head lice) is the infestation of the hair, skin or pubic area with adult lice, larvae or 

nits (eggs).  It is a common condition in the school age child.  It is highly contagious and easily 

spread from direct or indirect contact with the infested person and/or infested personal items. 

 

The psychological, social and economical impact of head lice infestations can create a problem in 

the community.  Every attempt will be made to educate students and parents on the prevention 

and eradication of head lice before and after an infestation is detected. 

 

It is the policy of this school district that the school principal or designee will screen students for 

head lice.  At the beginning of each academic year, all students (K-5) may be examined for head 

lice.  Any new student may be examined upon request for entry to school.  To avoid 

embarrassment and to contain the infestation, whole classrooms will be checked for head lice 

upon the report of possible infestation by a classroom teacher.  The principal, his/her designee, 

school nurse or another qualified professional will examine the child in question and his/her 

classmates.  Siblings of students found with lice and their classmates will also be checked if there 

is the suspicion that infestation may exist.  Parents of infested students may be requested verbally 

to come to school and take the child home.  Parents will be shown some of the nits and/or lice in 

order to demonstrate that the child is infested; and enable parents to see what a nit or louse looks 

like and thus gain the information needed to examine other family members for infestation.   

 

If five (5) or more students appear to be infested at the time of the initial examination, an 

examination of the entire school may be done.  With five (5) or more infested students, biweekly 

examinations of the entire school should be done until the examinations reveal that the 

infestation has cleared. 

 

Any student found to have head lice will be removed from the classroom with his/her belongings.  

The parent/guardian and/or listed emergency contact will be contacted so they can pick up the 

student and begin treatment immediately.  A student suspected of infestation will not ride the 

bus. The student will be held in the front office or the nurse’s office until the parent/guardian 

arrives in order to avoid further infestation. 

 

Parents/guardians should be provided with printed educational information on head lice 

treatment.  The educational material should include details explaining the problem, lists the 

procedures for treatment and requirements for reentering school. 

 

The student may return to school after being successfully treated so that no live lice or eggs are 

detected by the school nurse or a designated school official.  Proof of treatment (note from a 

physician or shampoo box top) must be given to the health care provider or other designated staff 

prior to the student being readmitted to school.  The student’s parent/guardian must accompany 
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the student upon returning to school and remain present during the recheck.  No child or staff 

member shall return to school the same day as diagnosis.  If after any infestation, the child is not 

treated as set forth, he or she may be refused readmission to school and parents will, again, be 

contacted to pick up their child.  

With the presence of nits or lice at the time of recheck, the student will continue to be excluded 

from school.  The health care provider or other designated school staff should re-examine the 

formerly infested students(s) at least weekly upon returning to school for a minimum of two 

weeks. 

 

If a child is determined to have nits and/or lice by the principal, health care provider, or 

designated staff and he/she knows in advance that the family cannot afford treatment, he/she may 

provide enough medication to treat the infested student.  Medication may be furnished by the 

school system or the school's health care provider if available. 

 

In the interest of the health and welfare of students enrolled in the District, no students will be 

permitted to attend classes if they are infested with head lice or the eggs of head lice. 

 

All other children in the classroom where lice or nits have been reported will be checked and 

given a letter to take home that same day explaining the situation and the need for parents to 

inspect their children carefully.  Any child who is suspected of having lice will be treated with 

the utmost discretion. 

 

Each infestation will be recorded.  The following information will be documented: name, age, 

grade, teacher, bus number, date the infestation was discovered, date the head lice notification 

letter was mailed or given to the parent/guardian or student, type of treatment, and the date the 

student returned to school after treatment. 

 

The following steps may be taken to prevent transmission of pediculosis: 

 

1. When an outbreak of pediculosis is recognized at school, classroom activities involving 

frequent body to body or head to body contact between students should be temporarily 

suspended. 

 

2. During an outbreak, group work around classroom tables should be temporarily 

suspended or every other chair spacing used. 

 

3. Rules applicable to riding school buses should be more strictly enforced during outbreaks.  

Especially limiting two (2) children per seat and having children sit with the same person 

until the outbreak is under control. 

 

4. The following precautions may help to prevent transmission: 

a. Assigning hooks in the classroom. 

b. Keeping hats in coat sleeves or pockets. 

c. Segregating clothes in areas where adequate facilities for hanging coats are not 

available. 

d. Suspending play on carpeted areas. 
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5. Avoiding use of bedding in nurse’s office 

 

 

Legal Reference: I.C. § 33-512 Governance of Schools 

 

 

Policy History: 

Adopted on:  October 17, 2013 

Revised on: 

 


